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	One of the objectives of education is for learners to remember information taught in a lesson.  In the contemporary world, this aim is a challenging one; students have other distractions which hinder them from learning.  Recently, one company has changed this paradigm by integrating rap and hip-hop music into music videos, which students have enjoyed.  Flocabulary is an example of a multimedia website that is well-designed for instructors and students.
	Flocabulary is a website that utilizes hip-hop and rap music videos to engage its audience from kindergarten to twelfth grade. (Vocabulary Words & Activities, 2017)  This website was created by Blake Harrison and Alex Rappaport in 2004 when they were trying to help learners remember SAT vocabulary using music. (About Our Team, 2017)  Today, Flocabulary has grown into eight hundred and thirty-six videos that include Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, Vocabulary, Science, and Life Skills. (Flocabulary- Educational Hip Hop, 2017)   Flocabulary is not free- instructors can buy an individual license for ninety-six dollars, and district options which require a quote are also available. (Plans and Pricing, 2017)
	What has made Flocabulary so engaging for learners and instructors? First, the instructor has two options initially, before showing the video to learners: the first choice is to slow the speed of the video if the learner cannot remember all the content in the video- this option is in upper right hand corner.  (Image One)   The other choice is utilizing the “pause and play” option in the bottom portion of Image One, which will stop the video and ask a question during the video. (Image Two) The instructor can then play the video from the paused point once the question is answered. (Image Two)
	Therefore, Flocabulary touches upon a few multimedia principles introduced in these two features.  First, the website is utilizing the segmenting principle, which means that learning is adjusted to the learner’s unique needs. (Mayer & Pilegard, 2014)   Second, the spatial contiguity and temporal contiguity principles are applied- these principles indicate that text is close to images instead of far away, and text and images are presented at the same time and not on separate screens. (Reed, 2014)  Finally, the coherence principle is employed because the website does not have unnecessary information on the screen when these features are utilized. (Reed, 2014)
	Other options when viewing a video include quick review, lyric notes, read and respond; fill in the blanks, printable activity, quiz, and lyric lab. (Image Three)  First, quick review has questions presented on the screen and the instructor controls when the answer is given to the students. (Image Four) Lyric Notes allows the instructor to play music with text on the screen which allows the learners to learn extra and relevant information on the topic at hand. (Image Five) Next, read and respond allows the learners to answer questions after reading text about the topic on hand. (Image Six)  
	The fill in the blank activity allows learners to fill in important words while listening to the videos and is available as a print copy. (Image Seven)   The printable activity varies with each topic: in this case, the learner can construct their own meaning from the activities in the video, define words, and solve a graph activity. (Wir-march-3-2017-activity, 2017)    The quiz reviews the content in the video using ten multiple choice questions on a video projection screen and is available in a print version.  (Image Eight)  Finally, the lyric lab allows learners to create their own learning by making their own rap song using beats and words from the topic. (Image Nine)
	After reviewing these top options, printable activities, lesson plans and a teacher guide are also available for instructors on the bottom. (Image Three) First, the printable activities give print resources for instructors to utilize while teaching the content. (Image Ten) The lesson plans provide additional materials that could be helpful for teachers. (Image Eleven)  Finally, the teacher guide explains the content, provides important words, and displays common core and state standards that are aligned to the content. (Image Twelve)
	In review of the options available to learners, one would first note that quick review, lyric notes, read and respond; fill in the blanks, printable activity, and quiz are forms of behaviorism. (Ertmer & Newby, 1993)  The learners are practicing what they know in simple comprehension activities, which should lead to better retention of the material overall.  (Ertmer & Newby, 1993)  However, the lyric lab is a great example of constructivism. (Ertmer & Newby, 1993)   The learners are actively making meaning of the words and concepts presented in the video by creating their own song. (Image Nine)  Therefore, Flocabulary allows for practice to remember the material and deeper level thinking skills to enhance memory recall of the topic.
	Overall, Flocabulary is grounded in Baddeley’s Working Memory Theory and Paivio’s Dual Coding Theory. (Ertmer & Newby, 1993)   First, Working Memory states that short term memory is enhanced when images and sounds are presented together.  (Ertmer & Newby, 1993)   Therefore, since the videos provide both images and music lyrics related to the content, Flocabulary is an effective instructional tool for learners to watch and instructors to utilize on a daily basis.  Additionally, the text and images are shown at the same time, which supports the temporal contiguity principle. (Reed, 2006)
Next, Dual Coding Theory maintains that learners utilize text and image structures to make meaning of content in the long term memory. (Reed, 2006)   Since the images are solid and real to the learner during the video, the learner should remember the content better. (Reed, 2006)  Another important trait of the Dual Coding Theory is that material is relatable to the learner because most students enjoy the hip hop music along with the pictures in the videos. (Reed, 2006)  
In terms of redesigning Flocabulary, the researcher believes the program would be more effective if the learners could obtain a reward from completion of activities. (Ertmer & Newby, 1993)  Since the program is music based, perhaps the website could offer learners a choice of a song they would like to listen to after completion of one of the activities. On the other hand, Flocabulary is an effective tool for instructors and students without this minor change.  The website boasts the results of its program on their own pages. (Raising Reading & Language Scores, 2017)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Flocabulary is a multimedia tool that can help learners and instructors make learning more meaningful for everyone involved.  Adding music that is relatable to learners, and well animated videos makes this company one to watch in the future.  Flocabulary provides instruction which should limit other diversions because music is a part of everyone’s lives.  Creating unique ways to remember content can help instructors achieve the objective of their lessons.
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Editor's Note: What types of stories should we cover in the Week in Rap? Let us know by taking
this brief survey.
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Why do you think NASA scientists are interested in finding alien life? What do you think humans
might learn by discovering alien life?

It's not “if" but "when" for finding alien life
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How many planets orbit an ultracool dwarf star?
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Shout-out to Gus Garcia Middle School in San Antonio,

Texas.

It's Flocabulary, yeah, the beat goes boom,

We're in space right now, but we'll be home soon.

he scientists at N-A-S-A
Jsay there might be life not too far away]

40 light-years out, is that so far?

Seven planets orbit an ultracool dwarf star.
Based on the temp experts think they have,

One or more could be awash in water like a bath.

And NASA can know their atmospheric gases

By measuring the wavelengths of light that passes.

And if their atmospheric gases are right,

It's not if but when for finding alien life.

Trump struck a presidential tone

In a speech before Congress many watched from

home.

L e

Newly discovered planets

Scientists discovered seven
Earth-size planets that could
contain life. The planets are
orbiting a dwarf star named
Trappist-1. Trappist-1is around 40
light-years, or 235 trillion miles,
from Earth. This sounds far, but
scientists say it's actually close.
Trappist-1 is considered an
“ultracool dwarf® because its
smaller and colder than the sun.
Scientists think that one or more
of the seven planets could be the
right temperature for water to
flow, which is important because
water is necessary for life.
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Scientists discovered seven Earth-size planets that could contain life. The planets are orbiting
a dwarf star named Trappist-1. Trappist-1 is around 40 light-years, or 235 trillion miles, from
Earth. This sounds far, but scientists say it's actually close. Trappist-1 is considered an "ultracool
dwarf" because it's smaller and colder than the sun. Scientists think that one or more of the
seven planets could be the right temperature for water to flow, which is important because
water is necessary for life. Scientists plan to measure wavelengths of light to figure out which
gases float in each planet's atmosphere. This will help them discover, with more certainty,
Wwhether there is life on these planets.

/v Which sentence from the passage best supports the claim that these seven
Earth-size planets could contain life?

A ) "Scientists plan to measure wavelengths of light to figure out which gases
float in each planet's atmosphere."

B ) "Scientists think that one or more of the seven planets could be the right
temperature for water to flow, which is important because water is
necessary for life."

C | "Trappist-1is around 40 light-years, or 235 trillion miles, from Earth."

D | "Trappist-1is considered an 'ultracool dwarf' because it's smaller and colder
than the sun."
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Shout-out to Gus Garcia Middle School in San Antonio, Texas.

It's Flocabulary, yeah, the beat goes boom,
We're in space right now, but we'll be home soon.
The scientists at N-A-S-A
Say there might be life not too far away.
40 light-years out, is that so far?
Seven orbit an ultracool dwarf star.
Based on the temp experts think they have,
One or more could be awash in water like a bath.
And NASA can know their gases
By measuring the wavelengths of light that passes.
And if their atmospheric gases are right,
It's not if but when for finding alien life.

struck a presidential tone
In a speech before Congress many watched from home.
He says we should move past fights
And wants to increase our military might.
Now, how does information from the White House

Make it's way all up into my house?
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Quiz

Question 10f 10

How might scientists know if there is life on one or more of the planets they found?

A

by sending astronauts to visit each planet

by measuring each planet's distance from the sun

by taking iPhone pictures of the wavelengths of light that surround each
planet

by measuring wavelengths of light to determine their atmospheric gases
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Write a thyme about March 3, 2017 using the Key Terms to the right!
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0 | Highlight a word to get ts rhymes and definition!

Key Terms  0/11 Used

Atmospheric  Planets
Commentary  Press secretary

Device Tival
Excluded Tump
Homeless Vandalized
oscars
Rhymes.
Wiite a line to see its rhyme!
Beats

- Epic

000010226

) Export to PDF




image10.png
Printable Activities & Assessments

IoF:
i

| =

—

Answer Key

Answer Key




image11.png
Current Events Lesson Resources

Check out our list of lesson plans for current events instruction, implementation guides and more material to
help you get the most out of Flocabulary.

Graphic Organizers

We provide a series of graphic organizers and handouts you can use with any Flocabulary unit to develop
your students' critical thinking skils and make sure they are keeping track of the key concepts and terms.

Writing Academic Rhymes

This series of lesson plans and handouts will guide your students to develop higher-order thinking skils
through high-interest wiiting. Students can write short thymes or longer songs to demonstrate mastery of
material in a fun and creative way.
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1. H 1, RECOMMENDED FOR
Topic Description Grades 6 to 12
The Week in Rap highlights some of the biggest news stories each week, provides
context and asks students to dig deeper. Give your students the big picture with this
Friday release that covers stories in world news, national news, science, tech, sports,
entertainment and news related to students.

Key Terms
‘Atmospheric ‘Commentary Device Excluded Homeless Oscars
Planets Press secretary Trivial Trump Vandalized
Standards Alignment Browse All Standards

This unitis aligned to the CCSS standards below as well as all 50 state standards. Find the
alignment to your state standards here.




